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[Your Club Name]
Coaches Code of Conduct

Policy Owner: [Club Director/Board of Directors]
Effective Date: [Insert Date]
Review Cycle: Annual
Last Reviewed: [Insert Date]

[bookmark: purpose]1. Purpose
This Coaches Code of Conduct outlines the ethical and professional standards required of all coaches affiliated with [Club Name]. It ensures compliance with the U.S. Center for SafeSport guidelines and the Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies (MAAPP), reinforcing our commitment to athlete safety, wellbeing, and integrity in youth sports.

[bookmark: scope]2. Scope
This policy applies to all coaches, assistant coaches, trainers, volunteers, and any individuals in a position of authority over or regular contact with minor athletes within the club.

[bookmark: core-principles]3. Core Principles
· Prioritize the health, safety, and wellbeing of all athletes.
· Promote respect, fairness, and inclusion.
· Uphold integrity and professionalism.
· Report misconduct promptly and transparently.

[bookmark: prohibited-conduct]4. Prohibited Conduct
All coaches must refrain from:
· Sexual Misconduct or Abuse – Any form of sexual activity or inappropriate sexual contact with a minor.
· Emotional or Physical Abuse – Verbal assaults, threats, intimidation, or physical harm.
· Bullying, Hazing, or Harassment – Including in-person, online, or through third parties.
· Grooming Behaviors – Conduct that builds inappropriate emotional dependency.
· Retaliation – Against individuals who report misconduct or participate in an investigation.

[bookmark: one-on-one-interactions-maapp-compliance]5. One-on-One Interactions (MAAPP Compliance)
· Must be observable and interruptible.
· Private meetings with minor athletes must be in open/public settings.
· Transportation may only occur with written parental consent and must be documented.
· Electronic Communication must:
· Copy parents/guardians or a club administrator.
· Occur between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., unless in emergency situations.
· Be professional and non-private.
· Locker Rooms & Changing Areas:
· Coaches are prohibited from being alone with minors.
· No use of recording devices or mobile phones.

[bookmark: physical-contact]6. Physical Contact
· Must be non-sexual, appropriate, and based on the needs of the athlete.
· Prohibited: massages, tickling, prolonged hugging.
· Consent must be obtained for instructional physical contact.

[bookmark: alcohol-tobacco-and-drug-use]7. Alcohol, Tobacco, and Drug Use
· Coaches shall not consume or be under the influence during any team activity.
· Must not provide or encourage use of these substances among minors.

[bookmark: gifts-and-personal-relationships]8. Gifts and Personal Relationships
· Avoid personal gifts to athletes.
· Avoid relationships that could create a conflict of interest or perception of favoritism.

[bookmark: mandatory-reporting]9. Mandatory Reporting
Coaches are mandated reporters and must report any suspicion of abuse or policy violation to: - Local law enforcement and/or child protective services - The U.S. Center for SafeSport: www.safesport.org/report-a-concern
Reports must be made immediately and without delay.

[bookmark: training-and-certification-requirements]10. Training and Certification Requirements
· Complete SafeSport Training annually.
· Comply with all MAAPP updates.
· Maintain valid CPR/First Aid certifications and relevant coaching licenses.

[bookmark: policy-enforcement]11. Policy Enforcement
Violations of this Code will result in disciplinary measures, up to and including: - Suspension - Termination of position - Referral to law enforcement and/or SafeSport

[bookmark: acknowledgment]12. Acknowledgment
All coaches are required to sign an acknowledgment form confirming their understanding and agreement to abide by this Code of Conduct.

Acknowledgment of Receipt
I, __________________________________, acknowledge that I have read, understand, and agree to follow the [Club Name] Coaches Code of Conduct as outlined in this policy.
Signature: ___________________________

Date: ___________________
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